Broads Authority

Planning Committee

9 October 2009
Agenda Item No 14
Enforcement of Planning Control
Enforcement item for consideration: Untidy Land at Broome Marshes 
Report by Planning Officer (Compliance and Implementation)
	Summary:
This report concerns a plot of land at Broome Marshes in the Waveney Valley.
Recommendations: 
 (i)
That authority be given to take enforcement action and serve land owners with an Enforcement Notice in pursuance of the clearing of land and its return to agricultural use.
(ii)
That authority be given to commence prosecution should the Enforcement Notice not be complied with.


Location
Land at Broome Marshes off the A143
Breach of Planning Control
Land being used for buildings and the storage of old vehicles and other materials without necessary planning consent
1
Introduction 
1.1
In April 2009 complaints were received that the land was being used for the breaking of motor vehicles.  A site visit was made, but no evidence of these activities was found. The land was, however, found to be in a generally untidy state with a number of horse boxes, old vans and rubbish skips stationed there, along with a number of buildings.  A letter was sent to the site owners requesting that the site be cleared.
1.2
In July 2009 a site meeting was held with the landowners where it was pointed out to them that there was no planning permission in place for the buildings and that the land could not be used for the storage vans, horse boxes etc.  The landowner was given until the end August to clear site.

1.3
In September 2009 a further site visit was made.   The landowner was not in attendance. The visit showed that little had been removed and there was some evidence of additional materials having been brought to the site.
1.4
Following the visit a further letter was sent to the landowner informing him of the recent site visit and that little progress had been made in clearing the site. He was advised that the site should be cleared by 9 October 2009 or formal enforcement action would be taken.
2
Description of Site and Development

2.1
The site is comprised of a small plot (2.2 Hectares) of grazing land located on Broome Marshes in the Waveney Valley. The plot is surrounded by agricultural land and is located next to a public right of way. The site is visible to the public. There are some trees but these provide little screening.
3
Other Information

3.1
There is no planning permission for any development and no planning permission has been sought.
3.2
This is an open prominent site backing onto the marshes where the development of the land for storage purposes, or for the erection of buildings for such purposes, would be contrary to development plan policies  including Core Strategy Policies CS1 (Landscape Protection and Enhancement ),  CS18 (Rural Sustainability), and saved Broads Local Plan Policy C7 (Protection of Open Space) and would be likely to be resisted.

4
Financial Implications

4.1
There may be legal costs associated with this course of action.

5
Recommendation
5.1
That authority is given to serve land owners with an Enforcement Notice in pursuance of the clearing of land and its return to agricultural use.  Authority to commence prosecution should the Enforcement Notice not be complied with is also sought.
Background papers:
Broads Authority DC Enforcement File BA/2009/0037/UNAUP4
Author:
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Date of report:
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Appendices:

Site Location Map
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